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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Wednesday, June 1, 2011 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WESTMORELAND). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
June 1, 2011. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable LYNN A. 
WESTMORELAND to act as Speaker pro tem-
pore on this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2011, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall 
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

CHINESE EXCLUSION ACT OF 1882 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. CHU). 

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
announce an action to address an injus-
tice carried out on this very floor that 
Congress has never atoned for, the Chi-
nese Exclusion Act of 1882. 

A century ago, the Chinese came here 
in search of a better life; but they faced 
harsh conditions, particularly in the 
Halls of Congress. Congress passed nu-
merous laws to restrict Chinese Ameri-
cans, starting from the 1882 Chinese 
Exclusion Act, to stop the Chinese 
from immigrating, from becoming nat-
uralized citizens, and from ever having 
the right to vote. 

These were the only such laws to tar-
get a specific ethnic group. The Chi-
nese were the only residents that had 
to carry papers on them at all times. 
They were often harassed and detained. 
If they couldn’t produce the proper 
documents, authorities threw them 
into prison or out of the country, re-
gardless of their citizenship status. Po-
litical cartoons and hateful banners 
like these were hung in towns and cit-
ies and printed in papers. At that time 

of this hateful law, the Chinese were 
called racial slurs, were spat upon in 
the streets, and even brutally mur-
dered. 

Only after China became an ally of 
the U.S. in World War II was this law 
repealed in 1943, 60 years after its pas-
sage. It has never been formally ac-
knowledged by Congress as incompat-
ible with America’s founding prin-
ciples. 

That is why, as the first Chinese 
American woman elected to Congress, 
and whose grandfather was a victim of 
this law, I stand on the very floor 
where the Chinese Exclusion Act was 
passed and announce that I have intro-
duced a resolution calling for a formal 
acknowledgment and expression of re-
gret for the Chinese exclusion laws. 

When the exclusion laws were first 
introduced, there was a great deal of 
debate in Congress over their merits. 
The U.S. had just abolished slavery. 
The 14th and 15th Amendments had re-
cently been ratified. Slavery had been 
defeated, and freedom seemed more 
certain. The national atmosphere led 
many in Congress to stand up against 
the discriminatory anti-Chinese laws. 
But over the years, those standing for 
justice almost all disappeared. By the 
time 1882 came around, Members of 
Congress were fighting over who de-
served the most credit for getting the 
most discriminatory laws passed and 
standing against the ‘‘Mongolian 
horde.’’ 

Representative Albert Shelby Willis 
from Kentucky pushed relentlessly for 
the exclusion laws, lambasting the Chi-
nese. Standing in the same spot where 
I am now, he said the Chinese were ‘‘an 
invading race’’ and called them ‘‘alien 
with sordid and un-republican habits.’’ 
He declared the ‘‘U.S. was cursed with 
the evils of Chinese immigration’’ and 
that they disturbed the ‘‘peace and 
order of society.’’ 

But there were a brave few, a small 
minority who fought hard against prej-
udice and principles of freedom. One 
such man was Senator George Frisbie 
Hoar, whose statue now stands proudly 
in the Capitol. He stood up to all of the 
Chinese exclusion laws and voted 
against each. He said in 1904 when the 
laws were made permanent, ‘‘I cannot 
agree with the principle that this legis-
lation or any legislation on the subject 
rests. All races, all colors, all nation-
alities contain persons entitled to be 
recognized everywhere as equals of 
other men. I am bound to record my 
protest, if I stand alone.’’ 

And stand alone he did. The final 
vote against the Chinese in the Senate 

was 76–1. What Senator Hoar stood up 
for is what I am asking Congress to 
stand up for today: that all people, no 
matter the color of their skin, or the 
nation of origin, are the equals of every 
other man or woman. 

America came to be what it is today 
through immigrants who came from all 
corners of the world. Chinese immi-
grants were amongst them. They 
sought a place to live that was founded 
upon liberty and equality. They came 
in search of the American Dream—that 
if you worked hard, you could build a 
good life. It is why my grandfather 
came to the United States. 

But when the Chinese Exclusion Act 
was passed, the truths that this Nation 
holds as self-evident—that all are en-
dowed with the inalienable rights of 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness—were discounted by the very ones 
elected to uphold them. 

And so for a generation of our ances-
tors, like my grandfather, who were 
told for six decades by the U.S. Govern-
ment that the land of the free wasn’t 
open to them, it is long past time that 
Congress officially and formally ac-
knowledges these ugly laws that tar-
geted Chinese immigrants, and express 
sincere regret for these actions. 

With my resolution, Congress will ac-
knowledge the injustice of the Chinese 
Exclusion Act, express regret for the 
lives it destroyed, and make sure that 
the prejudice that stained our Nation 
is never repeated again. And it will 
demonstrate that today is a different 
day and that today we stand side by 
side for a stronger America. 

f 

AUTHORIZING MORE WARFARE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WOOLSEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, last 
week this body passed the National De-
fense Authorization Act. In doing so, 
yet again, it put a stamp of approval 
on a more violent, belligerent, and 
militaristic defense policy. 

While my friends in the majority 
continue to posture about Federal 
spending, they are eager to authorize 
billions and billions on military pro-
grams and policies that don’t make 
America safer. 

During last week’s debate over the 
Defense bill, they voted down an 
amendment that would have brought 
the Department of Defense funding lev-
els down to the same 2008 levels they 
want to impose on domestic discre-
tionary spending. Obviously, the Re-
publicans believe in a blank check for 
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